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GUEST: Senator Kenneth B. Keating
Republican of New York

PANEL: David Kraslow, Miami Herald
Clark llollenhoff, Cowles Publications
Crarles Bartlett, Chicago Sun Times
Ray Schever, NBC News

/ IODERATOR: Ned Brooas

MR. BROOKS: This ié Ned Brooks; inviting you to MiET
THE PRESSs

{ Announcement }

MR. BROCK3: Our guest today on MEET THE PRESS is
Eenator K%$neth Keating, Kepublican of New York, who has Dbeen

one of Lhe most persistent critlcs of the President’s policy
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onn’ Cuba. We will start the questions now with
David Kraslow of the Mliami Herald.

MR. KRASLOW: Senator Keating, you have accused the

Kennedy.Administration in the past of being less than candld

“with the American people with respect to the situation in
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éﬁban “The record of what.occurred last fall seems pretiy
bclear aitd perhaps 1t can best speak for 1tself, but I ask
you now, sir, do you have any evidence indicating that since
the flirst of the yégf\the Administration or any of 1ts
officials have been less than honest with the American
people?

SENATOR KEATING: Well, first, Mr. Kraslow, I want to
correct you on saying "less than honest." I have never accused
anyone in the Adﬁinistration of not being honest or of being

Cantruthful. I aid say last fall that the American people

ware not being glven all of the facts with regard te Cuba.

I think moré of the facts have been given now and certainly

in the report @f the Senate Preparedness Subcommititee, which
was issued lasﬁ;week, a great many Tacts were given, soms t(hat
had not been given4by the Agministration?'sa that I think

that the fmerican people have a reasonably pgood ldea uoW of what
is going on in Cuba.

P51y
PN

2. KRASLOW: Wiere do you stand now, sir, with respect
Lo the Kennedy Adminlstration on the Soviet strength in Cuba?
i

SENATOR KEATING: Welli, I agree with the report of the
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Senate Preparedness Subcommittee, except they went further

'in their figures than I had ever gone. They sald there were

at least 17,500 troogé there and they referred to reports

that there were a good many more than that,. The figure I have
géen using 1s that there are at lecast 17,000 there. I ém_sure
that thére aré that number and I think that the makep

of this Senate Prepg;e@ness Subcommittge running all the wéy -
not only in both péﬁtiqs, was it unanimous, bﬁt the entire
spectrum of political opinilon was represented all the

way from Senator Thurmond to Senatbr Jackson and

Symington on the bemocratic side and all the way from

Senator Goldwater to Senator Margaret Chase Smith and Senator
saltenstall on the Republican side, so I think that --

and of course they went much further than any statements

I have ever made about the Russian bulldup in Cuba,

MR. KRASLOW: Well, Senator, when the President said
recently thérewhad been a net reductlon of between four and
five thousand troops in Cuba, you challenged'th;s statement
by saying thét several thousand had left and several thousand
had come in.

Now the St@ﬂnis Report says that all of our
intelligence chiafs say that. the President was correct, there
was a net reduction of seve;al thousand. Do you now |

accept this’ statement?

SENATOR KEATING: . Well, I call your attention to the
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fact that you have just given a part of the Stennis report.
The Stennis report says although some have gone out, there
are still at least 17,500 in Cuba and that 1s the [igure -=
the figure 17,000 is the one I have been using, but they go
much further, Mr. Kfaslow, in stating the number of troops
gfhan I have and my reason for not golng as far as they

did in this official report is tha£ in all of my statements,
not only with regard to troops but with others, I have taken
the more modest ffguré because I felt that was the safer one
to use in all of.thes; cases.

IR, KRASLOW: Do yo; now accept the President's
statement of‘a net withdrawal of between fdur and five
thousand troops in the first part of this year?

SENATOR KEATING: No, I don't, nor does the Committee.
The Senate Preparednéss Subcommittee does not accept that
and I do not accept 1t. I do not, however, want to charge
the Pres ident with not giving us the facts. .It 1s vafy
difficult to tell the exact number of troops there. The

Senate Preparédness Subcommittee recognized that. I

recopnize it, and the difficulty may be in semanties. If

\

A
you consider everybody who is going out as troops, and averybody

who is coming in as farmers and technicians, perhaps you could
come tO the idea that there had not been &s many come in as
had gone out, but the Senate Preparedness Subcommilttee has

"'i:u .
uanimouslﬁffcund'thab the figure 1s now "at least" as they

Approved For Release 2000/09/02 : CIA-RDP83-01022R000100060015-2
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put it, 17,500.‘ They differ with some of the statements of
the President in that regard, put I am sure that they know

more than I would charge the President with any intentional falsi-

fication of those figures.

ig' MR, BROOXS: We will be back with MEET THE PRESS
8.

and more questions for our guest, Senator Kenneth Keating, bub
first, éhis méssage.
(Announcemeﬁgg ’
MR. BHODKS: And now resuming our ilnterview, our guest
today is Senator Kenneth Kéating, Republican of New York,
a vigorous critic of the Administration’s policy on Cuba.
You have just met David Kraslow of the Miami Herald., Our
other reportersitoday are Clark Mollenhoff of the Cowles
Publications, Charles Bartlett of the Chicago Sun Times, and Ray
Scherey © of NBC News.
Lawrenc¢ E. Spivak, permanent member of_the MEET THE
PRESS panel, Qill be back with us next week.
We will icontinue the questions now with“Mr,_
Mollenhoff.
- MH. MOLLENHOF?: Segbtor Keatling, do you conslder the
Stennis Report this last week as a general support of your
' viewpolnt?
SENATOR KEATING: Oh, very definitely, except
that they Went much further than I did, Mr. Hollemhoff, in

some of the statements they made aboutthe Russuan wulldup
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in Cuba.

MR. MOLL&NHOFF# Phey stated the Intelligence Community
generally would be responsible for whatever errors wvere
made. ‘They would seem to excuse higher level officials
in the Admtn¢stratlcn, Would you agree with that assessment by
gthe Stennls Committee?

SENATOR KEATING. No, 1 wouldn't agree with that
'completely, T have a very high regard for Mr. McCone,
the Director of th@’géntral Intelligence Agency who is the
Chairman of the so-cailed Intelligence Community, and I
point out that the report indicates that
he warned in August of the possibility of a missile buildup
in Cuba.

MR, MOLLENHOFEF: Do you feel that the responsibility
is in the White'Housé_itself? | ‘

SENATOH KEATING: i don't know where the responsibllity
1s and I would prefer to look at the fﬁ%;fe rather than the
past. I do think that the responsibillcy lay in fields other
than the Inteiligence Community, although I concede
as they do that there were some mistakes made in intelliigence.

MR, HOLLENHOFF: Well, now, you stated a little while
ago that you had not challenged tne honesty of the Administra-
tion in any respect, exéept on the Senate floor you did make
several speeches, one of whieh included some quotations f{rom .

f P . ‘
Secretary}qf Defense McNamera, in which you quoted him as

Approved For Release 2000/09/02 : CIA-RDP83-01022R000100060015-2
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saying that there was ho evidence that Cuba had been used
as & basls for subversion in Latin America.
Now how do you feel about that now? It seemed to mé
you were quité criticalﬁof the statement and felt it was
oA
wgpng,
SENATOR KEATING: 1If there is any exception to my
statemenés that would be the one. I was abéolutely flabbergasted

-~
W hen 1 watched his 4¢levision interview in which he said

there had been no exporé of subversion fré% Cuba to Latin
American countries, which I had stated a few days before,

and much of my information had come frgm Latin

American Ambassadors in Washington. And before that,

~ Assistant Secretary Martin had testified to that -- his

testimony wasn‘t reléaéed until later, and two or three days -
later the President said there was increasing evidence |
and eight days later Mr. McCone testified to that, and I
don't understana that statement by the Secretary.

MR. MOLLENHOFF: Why would this take plaée? Does this
mean thg Secretary of Defense jgsnrtg informed or do you |
feel hé Qas nmisleading peopie?

SENATOR KEATING: I would not charge him with misleading
pecple.r His answer to thas question 1s lnexplicable to me.
I do not know the reason.fcr it and he has never maée
any effortgﬁgo far as I know, to c¢larify his position on
that. Evergbédy knows, and knew then there was an increasing

Approved For Release 2000/09/02 : CIA-RDP83-01022R000100060015-2
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,—\‘ . export of subversion from Cuba to otner Latin American countries.
| MR. BARTLETT: Sir, I think a lot of people would be
‘interested in learning how the Keating "Intelligence Agency"

got into business. You sald in the past thap_gggwg?t

your 1ntellivence from the same sources as_ the President

e i ¢ e e, ——

& - e o

Now he gets nis from CIA Director John McCone,ﬂ Do you ﬂet

yours from McCone or some auoh0°1zed substituce for MﬂCoqe°

e s 1 i, ~v~‘”\~\-—~‘__—/
SENATOR KEATING I wlll say this %o you, Mr. Bartlett,

\»

et e s e e, e

that all the information that X have veceived and have aver

e

e

used as opposed to much Informavion whlch I have received

. Which I have not used, has come from elther one of two sources,
(1) government sources or {2) cther sources later confilrmed
, by officlal government sources, and most of it was direcﬁ}g

| i
from official government sources., By that I do not mean the

top. 1.do not mean Mr, McCone,
P . R T— T e

MR. BARTLETT: Now there is a_thesis that you coula

P

serve a more valuable funetion by divu;g;ggmgggmipdividuals

Ligowggggg_gg_ﬂ;;l;ng O - unauthgnizaa~chaggfzg - 1euk security

information, even to a Senator, Some people feel this

e

———

is gg%gg;ggggimentalc Whergas in your case it

serves a purpose
p .

for you, but it’could burt the natilon,

e, i e

SENATOR KEATING: Well, I am sure it has not huri the

nation. I think the nation has been served oy expediting the

b ringing ouu of the facts with repard to Cuba and I would

R 55} e
not reveal tﬁe namnes of thema dedicated and patrlotice peop]e

O
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in government who have given me this information. I think

e

—,

P

that would he a disservice to them and would result in injury

to fine, patrlotic Americans,

MR. BARTLETT: Well, now lagt fall when you were making
‘,\!‘ , .

ﬁhese statements warning of the bulldup in Cuba, on October 10

you saiq constructlon has Lezun on at least a halfl dozen
launchiﬁg sites for intermediate range misslles. On October
23 you said that thésgbvernment’s inslstence we did not know
about these missile sites until Tuesday, October 12, is
incredilble.

in the Stenris report that came out this week they
make thé point that during the week'you were lssuing these

warnings there was a great vdlume of unconflrmed reports and

rumors from human'sources about strategle mlasile related activity

in Cuba. None of these reports were conflrmed prior

to October 14, 1962' It is evident that many-of thnse

reports in fact referred to the SA-2 missile which though nowhere

T gy

near the size of the strategic missileglater ldentified,

still appeaﬁ large to the untrained observers.
. \\ .

‘Doesn't this illustrate the kind of error you can fall
into by relaying partial intelligence?
SENATOR KEATING& Well, I think the fast 1s and the

answer to it iz that it was not an error. It was accurate
“‘! [ H—«
infarmation and lcter proved to be accurate. People know

K armrerrmmrm S

S

the difference between the different kinds of missiles and
Approved For Release 2000/09/02 : CIA-RDP83-01022R000100060015-2
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what I sald on Qectober 10, later developed to the the fact
completely., The information came to me early in October.
I checked 1t out thoroughly by iﬁformed government
officials in whom I had confidence and I spoke therefore on the
%Eth'of October, and what I_said on that date later proved to
g% lOO‘percent accurate.

MR, BARTLETT: 'iils Committee says that none of
these reports wvere ponfirmed prior to October 14, You
were talking on Octgzefjlo.

SENATOR KEATING: That is right. I suppose what they mean
by “confirmed“ is that the official Intelligence community
sitting down and égreeing on what had taken place dld not

actually reach thelr conclusion until October 14, and I have

o

not sald at any time that the information which I had came
~ T “""WW——”MM—\_‘__M_M___ e v--»~—~~»-n.__,.\
from the official intelligence community -- in quotes -

T ——— .
it came from informed intelligence people who knew what they

e

were talking about . ’s_have ; .
W : \Lﬁ and-the facts have borne them out.

MR. SCHER@R: Senator Keating, Cuba_seems to be on
the back burner at the moment. Haiti is the top aréa of' concern
in the Caribbean. What would you say are the chances
of a nusslan-Cuba style takeover iIn Haiti?
SENATOR KEATING: Well, T think there 1ls danger of it.
I think there are five or six or more‘countries in the
Caribbean aqﬂ Latin and Central America that create great

problems and where there might be a Communist takeover, We

Approved For Release 2000/09/02 : CIA-RDP83-01022R000100060015-2
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‘mast not permit that. There are about 30,000 Haltians

in Cuba wh¢ g0 back andrforth‘ It 1is only a few mlles

away .  And there could be.a method of getting Communists back

and forth there in that way. Some of them could be that

kgnd of operatprsa I don't know of the existence of

a direct Communist e{fort emanating from Cuba to Halti, but

I think it is something very much to be on the alert about.
MRz, SCHERER: ggau are of the view that the OAS

should actively intervene in Haiti?
SENATOR KEATING: Well, I think the exact situation we have

to face up to, I think we should put this up to the OAS,

and seek their collaboration with us in what is to be done about

Haiti. You almost havevto decide that question from day to

déy because the situation changes so fast. Duvaller, the

is & tyrant, a despot and should be gotten rid of,

out ﬁhen we‘are_getting rid of him, we ﬁave to be careful

there lsn't a Commuﬁist takeover of the 1sland as there was

when we got rid of Batlsta.
MR. SCHERER: Should we help get rid of Mr.

Duvalief? \

. SENATOR KEATIMG: I think that -

MR. SCHERER: Are we helping?
SENATOR KEATING: Wellg I don't think we ought to get

into the q&%&tion of whéther wa are helplng, on this program.

but I think that he is g tyirant, he is unpredletable, nobody

Approved ForRelease 2000/09/02 ¥CIARDPE36022R000966050095-2
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~diplomaecy and everything short of military, in an effort to
get scmeone else in there wne is more responsitle tnan this man.

MR. KRASLOW: Senator XKeating, getting back to the question

%

of your souices of Information, have you ever unintsntionally
pisled the Lmerlcan people In some of the Cuban informztion

&du have puv out? ave you beecn right all the time?

V)

SENATOR KEATING: So far as I know 1 have been right

all of the time, and I believe it has been confirmed eilther by
o ‘

statements of the Adminilstration or by this Senabte Freparedness
Subcommittee repors, whlch, perhaps I should elaborate and say,
went much ?urﬁher in thely statements. Shey get forth a
much more scriou nsituation there than I ever have. DBut I
think 11 X havelgrreﬂ, it has been on the side of understate-~
ment.

M. KRASLOW: -Well, you sald earlier tﬁis year, I velieve,
that you had evidence that & submarine base was being
constructed in. Cuba. - There is rno evidence of this in_the

Stennis report;. Do you st1ll think there 1s a base being
constructed th;re?

‘éENATOR ﬁEATING: I ﬁaid tnat reports had come to me
of the bullding ofva submarine base there. vI have asked about
that on a number of occasions. I have always been told
officially théb'they ao not aave evidence.of it. The
reports st%}l come. I have never stated it .as a fact because'

DAY

I do not hﬁ%e 1t as a fact, but I still get reports of it,

Approved For Release 2000/09/02 : CIA-RDP83-01022R000100060015-2
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they persist, and the official position of our Intelligence
Community 1s it does not exist.
MR. KRASLOW: Are you satisTled with the Administration's

actions with respect to Cuba today? Is there something the

&

)

Administration should be doing that they are not doiﬁg?
SENATOR KEATING: I think so. I want to glve credit
where céedit 1s due. I do see, since early February,
somewhat of a stifﬁghiﬁg in the position of our government
and I commend them fo;‘it.' There are a number of things
that have been done, Oné important thing is this broadcast
in Russian to the:Russian troops that are there, whilch has
stopped at one time and I protested and it has
now been started again.
There are a number of the proposals whieh I made of
an economic character of February 8 to the President
through Mr. MeCone which have in part or in whole been édoptedc
Now I do.think that more should be done. T think there.
should be a greater sense of urgency in dealiﬁg with our O0AS
and NATO allles in trying to get them to see this préblem
the way\we do. And one daﬁger is to understate the problem,

because that 1s difficult to get them to see the seriousness

of 1t if they don't think that we see the seriousness
of 1t.
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MR, MOLLENHOFF: Senator Keating, you have indlcated here

that your reports in many‘bf these cases came from subordinatea
‘-‘\-—v— o e e R

1p'the federal government. Is it your feeling, then, that they

e

o —

d1d not get up to the level of McCone, or that they were stopped

. aggsome level there and didrn't get to the President?

SENATOR KEATING: jell, first, iet me point out to you

B =

Ehgxg_ggg;gany intelligence sources other than in the CfAe

‘Secondly, 1 do not k§pw; Mr. Mollenhoff, where the gap came, if
you éall 1t that., I Juéi: do not know.

MR, MOLLENHOFF: You are the one who sald it didn't get
through 1r some regpect or another and I was wondering if at
thils stagey after six months, &ou had some conclusion as to why
it didﬁ’t g;t through.

SENATOR KEATING: No.

MR, MOLLENEOFF: Is there someone soft on communism?

- Do you have any feeling of thié kind or do you feel 1t is Just a
mistake? |

SENATOR KEATING: I would not charge that. I have no

~evidence upon which I could make such a charge. T do not

1

" know where the difficulty came ard I do not know, of course,
what was‘on'thé President s desk or on the desks of ofhers in
the execufiva branch,

MR. MOLLENHOFF: Well now the whole Cuba matterp started,
of course, w%ég Castro took over under a prior adminlstration

and there have been some hearings before some commlttees thai

Approved For Release 2000/09/02 : CIA-RDP83-01022R000100060015-2
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you have had some associatior with where there have been
indications that materlal dié not get to the top, to o
Presldent Elsebhower, Dulles and Herter. Do you feel that
pltuation oxlists, today? The same kind of a situation?

\ SENATOR KEATING: I carnot say but T do =-
‘@' MR, MOLIENHOFF: Are you concerned about 1it?

SENATOR KEATING: I certainly am and I take this oppor-
tunity to say to.ypy,.beéause of‘some'of the statements that
have’been made, th§2 six times during the Eilsenhower Administra»l
tion I spoke out aboﬁt the menace in Cuba. I recognlized 1t and
spoke first on July 14, 1959, and I consldered it then a great
menace ahd I do éoday,,and Increaslingly so.

MR. BARTLET.'I": On the guestion of the accuracy of these:
reports in January, didn't you say that the concrete. launchlng
pads for these interﬁediate missiles ware still:in place and
had not been dismantled?

SENATOR KEATING: I point:- out the Semate Preparedness

Subcommittee wpnt way beyond what I sald about that. I sald

J they could get thelr mlssiles back Into operation In a matter

of dayék The Senate Preparednéss Subcommittee unanlmously sald
they could get them back into operatlon in a matter of hours.
In other words, they went way beyond anything I said in that
regard.,

MR. B@ﬁTIETT: You mean if they were st111 onn the ilsland?

SENATCR KEATING: VYes. They sald they could have the

Approved For Release 2000/09/02 : CIA-RDP83-01022R000100060015-2
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operational -- 1f the missiles were there. T never said they
were there. I don't know whether they are there. The sub-
comnlttee doesn't know. They say they don't. The intelligence
.community thinks they have been vremoved. But they do say that
Qg_they are there they can be operatioral within a matter of
hours, wpich is way beyond anything that I have ever said.

MR;‘BARTLETT: But if you don't have any important
dissént with the administration‘s policy on Cuba as it 1s now
being carrled out, I Jon't quite understand where you find tﬁe
value of making public assaftiana on the situvation 1n Cuba.

SENATOR KFATING: Well, you mlsunderstood me. I do have
dlssent in that I do not feel they are yet taking the steps
that are ne;essary to remove the Russian weapons and soldiers
from Cuba. Not all the steps.

I presented a fourteen point program of economlc pressures
to the Preéident on the 8th day of Febrvary, and some of_thcsé
‘steps have beenltakenq There are a great many that have not been.
I think that st%onger efforts shbuld be made with our allies of

the OAS and NATO to get them to see the seriousness of this

v
\

siépation and to get them t6 take some of the steps which I
included in that program of economie pressurés°
MR, BARTLETT: But you couldn't starve the Russians out of
Cuba without a tctél blockade and as I understand it yoa don't -
.

favor that., Do you?

SENATOR KEATING: I do not favoer that and I do not agree that

Approved For Release 2000/09/02 : CIA-RDP83-01022R000100060015-2
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with anything short of a plockade. I think that 1f 12 of the
14 points that I recommended were vigorously pursued that 1t
would result in the Russians declding that they could not
Wmaintain thelr military, economie and political base in Cuba
@ _
and would give 1t up.
ﬁow we haven't taken all of these steps. I am

not sure that that is the right answer, but I do thlnk we have

-
v

got to formulate a prograu, a firm propgram, and then carry
it out.

MR, BROOKS: We have about three minutes.

Mf. Scherér -

MR. SCHERER: Senator Kéaﬁing, have any recent events
modified your view that Nelson Rockefeller is the leading
Republican candidate for Prasident?

SENATOR KEATING: Well, I still think he is the leading

candidate. Hecent events have certainly been much in the publle

aye. ,
Republican Party at large, do you think?

SENATOR KEATING: I have sald that I think that since he
declined to comment on the political implications 6? his
recent marriage, 1t would be inappropriate for me as his
Senator &p. Go so.

MR.' SCHERER: Do you agreg =—-— £ I may pursue thils one
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‘poinb further --'with the Goldwater view that the king makers
are now gathering around Mr. Romney?

SENATOR KEATING: No, I don't. I think there are a
number of attragtive candidates for President and I don't
t@gnk the king makers are gathering around any one candldate.
I\disagree wlth Senator Goldwater completely on thaﬁs

MR? MOLLENHOFF: Senator Keating, you were on the House
Judielary Committee‘gymetime ago investigating Truman tax
scandals and you have géén quite a commentator on conflicts
of Interest. There is a little problem today Iinvolving
Mr. Roswell Gilpatric, Deputy Secretary of Defénse, who
was a lawyer for the General Dynamics Conu:raﬁion and who sub-
sequently handled some matters 1in the Defense Department.

Do you feel he should have wilthdrawn from handling
anything on thls TFX case? How do you feel about that?

SENATOR KEATING: I éupﬁose my feelings are in part

| coloréd by my kﬁowledge that Rosweli Gilpatric is an honest
man. I am sure ;he is; Helbears a very high reputation and
I cah not bring myself to charge him with any conflict of
interest? I think perhaps ﬂb would have been less embarrassed
if he had completely withdrawn. - | |

MR, MOLLENHOFF: Well, Senaﬁor, leaving aside the‘question
of your personal knowlédge, and the fac¢t that Roswell Gilpaﬁric‘
is a New Yofkflawyar, what about the principle involved of |

w v

the individuhl who 1s a lawyer for a big corporation cdming
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into government and then having & role in handling a contract
in which that ﬁorporation is involved?

SENATOR KEATING: Well, 1f he =--

MR. MULLENHOFF: Do you feel he should.haée withdrawn?

SENATOR KEAT:NG: If he has completely severed his

RS
i

‘.connection with his law firm and is out of it completely,
_,that ?aises the question which I have been hammering at that
we should lay down the rules on it. Now you can argue‘
it elther way'andki,éould accept either vlew as long as
there was a rule. I‘think it is less embarrassing to him
if he dgclines in any wa§ to have anything to do with it
MR. BROOKS: Gentlemen, I am sorry £o have to interrupt
"but I see that 6ur time 1is up. Thank you.very much, Senator
Keating, fdr béing with us. I will tell you about next week's
guest on MEET THE PEESS after this hessage.
(Announcement )

.:THE ANNOUNCER: For a printed copy qf.today's interview
sent ten cents in coin and a stamped, selr~addr¢ssed'envelope
to Merkle Péeés, 809 Channing Street, N. E;, Washingtoﬁ 18,
SR |

MR, BROOKS: Néxtxweeklohf_guest on MEET THE PRESS
will be the President of the 6nited Nations General Assemblﬁ,
Mmﬁammad Jafrulla Khan. He will preside as the |
Aséembly begins-a special sessidh next week. Now this is

b : _

. Ned Broéks saylng goodbye for Senator Kenneth Keating and

MEET THE PRESS.
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